Mycoenterolobium flabelliforme sp. nov. is described and illustrated from dead bark of Tectona grandis collected from Toranmal region of Maharashtra State, India. The fungus is distinct in having dark brown triangular and flat conidia made up of rows of cells, radiating in a linear pattern from the point of attachment and giving rise to more or less fan-shape structure on maturity. The proposed taxon is compared with morphologically similar taxa in the genus.
Introduction
Goos (1970) established Mycoenterolobium with M. platysporum as the type species, growing on decaying wood of Araucaria from Hawaii. Later, Chamuris et al. (1985) reported the same species from North America. The genus remained monotypic until Mercado & Mena (1986) described M. platysporum var. magnum from Cuba. The proposed new species was collected from Toranmal, North-West Maharashtra State, India during exploration and documentation of fungi of Maharashtra. Our recent approach to revisit taxonomy of uncommon taxa of fungi deposited in Ajrekar Mycological Herbarium (AMH, Holmgren et al. 1990) , revealed the present taxon, which turned out to be undescribed. Based on its distinctive morphotaxonomic features, blastic conidiogenesis and formation of flat conidia made up of cells arranged in rows radiating in a linear pattern from the point of attachment, this taxon is accommodated in the genus Mycoenterolobium.
Materials & Methods
Bark samples along with litter of Tectona grandis L. were collected in paper bags from Toranmal and brought to the laboratory. A stereo microscope (Nikon-SMZ-1500 with Digi-CAM) was used to locate fungal colonies on the bark and to study its natural pattern on the host. Semipermanent microscopic slides were prepared by making scrape mounts in lactophenol-cotton blue from bark sample. Morphotaxonomical details were observed and photomicrographs were taken with an Olympus CX-41 light microscope. Measurements of fungal structures were made with an ocular micrometer. The type specimen was deposited in Ajrekar Mycological Herbarium (AMH), MACS' Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, India.
